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THE NEED FOR A MILITANT GEOGRAPHIC JOURNAL

CRITICISM OF JOURFRAL'S IDEOLOGICAL BACKWARDNESS

Literaturnaya Gazets
No ok, 1949

Izvestiya Vsesoyuznogo Geograficheskogo Obshchestva (News of the All-Unicn
Geographic Society) 1s the oldesl Kussian geographic journal. During the 80%
years of 1ts existence, many valuable articles dealing wit' phy-ical snd economic
geography and with the ethnography and history of geography have appeared in it.
It 1s difficult to name a corner of the earth which this jJournal has not covered.

The Soviet reader opens it with 1nterest, for wherv else can he find such
a thGTGU@u ana t.wnyacucun&vc QEBCL J.yu.Luu Ci the l.u.uu.u:, sCuniy » anc yLUp.Le of
his own and foreign countries or news of the latest theoretical and practical

developmerts in physical, economic, politica., and military geography?

Geographic science in the cepitalist countries has long been a servant of
the moneyed interests. In omr time, many geographers in Britain end the US are

aconta Af *'ho -lmn:r(a14s&4n unvv\pcli:ts cv-d thc -n-—l-s P d—u—;scrx}- and social_

ism widely use "geographic® arguments to Justify their policy of encroachment.
Anglo-American "geopoliticians™ and "geostrateglsts® are going all out to convert
geographic science into a tool of the imperialistic aggressors. Therefore, the
reader of the leading Soviet geogrerhic journal wishes to £ind in its pages also
an exposure of the reactionary nature of contemporary bourgeois geography.

In the 1949 issues of Izvestiya Vsesoyuznogo Geo aficheskogo Obshchestva,
we find articles about the glaciers in the Pamirs and ? the Dzhungarskiy Alatau,
about the lakes of West Siberis, about the origin of the tayga, etc. The journsl
{nblished articles on subjects connected with the Stalinu plan for the transforma-
icn of nature, including articles on steppe afforestation, drought contrel, and
soll erosion control. It published L. S. Berg's article, "Russian Discoveries in
the Antarctic and Contemporary Interest in It,” in which 1t was nointed out that
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and that for this reason the Soviet Union has & legal right to these lands.

The Jjournal published nevw historical muterial ebout Russian expeditions and ex-
plorations.

And yet the reader vas not satisfied. He 4id not find what he was looking
for in the pages of the Journal, Ite content was largely limited to.articles on
physic . geography and historical subjects, and articles of an econoric and po-
litical geographic nature very seldom appeared.

Thig is a2ll the more remarksble bvecaute the division of ecnnomic geography
is cne of ‘the main divisions of the Geographic Society. Why then does the crgan
of the zoclety avoid economic and political problems? ' During the entire year,

only one article on the capitalistic countries appeared in the journal, and that : )
on such a subject as "Changes in the Adminlstrative Divisicuns of India After
Partition.” Almost nothing was published about the economic geography of the .
Soviet Union. -And 1% is precisely on these subjects that Soviet geographers and .
Soviet soclety expect to receive the latest information from ths Jjournal. )

The Soviet natfion is pressing with great enthusissm toward fulfillment of
the postwar Five-Year Plan. New industrial centers are being built, new cities
are growing up, new roads are belng constructed, the country is being reconstructed
and electrified.” Socialist recnnstruction is resulting in permanent changes in the
geographical distribution of production forces. Collectivization of agriculture
and industrializetion have been carried out widely in the Baltlc republics, in the
Moldavian SSK, and in the western Ukrainian and Belorussian oblasts. Is it right, "
then, that tne jJowrpal of the Gecgraphic Society refrairs frem reporting these
cnanges 1in economi¢ geography? '

The Jourual aseigns almost no space to articles which describe the way of
life of the multinational Soviet people. And those articles which have been pub-
lished are confusing and testify to a lack of editorial perspicacilty.

The article by L. V. Tazikhina, "On the Folkhozes of uurtkiy (Oblast", is an
example. The author sets out in the right direction by pointing to the need for
"attentive; continuous, and definite study of 1life on the kolkhozes,” but he soon
departs from this premise and gives & superficial and unimaginative description
of 1ife on tvo knlknozes on the basis of incidental observeticns made during a
6-day visit. )

During this time, the author saw only that o. one kolkhoz "electrical power
poles rtood in the middle of the stireet for its entire length,” on the other kol-
¥hez ",chuols. enimal Teed cribs. and the madfeal atatinn wera lnested 4n N4
buildings, and electric power poles stood along the side of the street.” Then he
mentioas that "the working footwear of all was bast shoes with puttees,” and that
on the Kolkhoz imeni Timiryazev "there ara no old maids or widows because everyone
is glad to become a member of the kolkhoz and /To be in a position] to get married.”
The successes of the kolkhoz and the increase in grain production are explained
thus: "As soon as our director knmew that he could get mineral fertilizer in the
city, he took it without delay and we were able to fertilize our grain fields in
good time." The author summarizes the cultural life of the village as consisting
of movies, square damcing, wé,ltzing, and walking. Is it to the credit of the
Journal to p#sent such a caricature of kolkhoz 1ife and to permit people to speak
who observe the new life with indifferent eyes and whe painstakingly search out the
survivels of the 01d? Furthermore, the writer was describing the best kolkhoz in
Gor'kiy Oblast, where 116 of the men were awarded the medal, "For hercic service in
World War II trom 1941 - 1945.°

There are numerous other "white spots® @nexplored areas7 in the subject mat-
ter of the organ of the All-Union Geographic Society, the emblem of which is the
globe pictured on the cover of the journal. It is unnecessary to poin*t cut that the
reader is very interested in the people's democracies, in the Korean People's Re-
publiz, and in democratic China. DBut this interest, apparently, is not shared by
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the editors of Izvestiya Vsesoyuznogo Geograficheskogo Obshchestve, ror in 1949
nct a single article was published ebout the physical or sconomic geography of
the pecple's democrscies even though quite a fevw Soviet geographers are busJ
studying these countries.

The editors quite willingly publish historicel material in the journal.
In l9+9, histericel articles made up one third of all the material published.
Neturally, such things as the chart of Pushkin®s travels, the earliest descrip-
tions of Tadzhikistan, a large early map of Kamchatka, an old city -plan of
Petersburg, and the early history of the settlement of the Baster Islands are
interesting. o

t is not permissable, however, to disregard contemporary geographlc sci-
eace by such delving inte the past. It is impossible to agree that more atten-. .
tion ehould be paid in a geographic journsl to the difference of opinion between
Hipperchus and Bratosthenes or to a ~riticism of Ptolemy than to the basic dif-
.Terences between Soviet ard bourgecis geographlc sciencze or to & criticism of
pseudoscientific bourgeols theoiles.

. It would seem that the primery tasks of Izvestiys Vsesoyuznogo Geografi-
cheskogo Obshchestve ought to e to solve theoretical problems, to erpose
bourgeois gecgraphic theories, and to combat their infiltration into Soviet
geography. What does the criticized journal offer in regard to these taske?

Articles on theoretical and methodological problems iu physicel geograpiy
appear from time to time; although for the most part they touch on narrnwly
speclalized problems. However, the journal Joes not even attempt to deal with
theoretical prcblems in the fields of politicel, economic, and military gevg-
raphy. And it is precisely in these flelds that e great effort to expose bour-
geols theories; to combat them, and to prevent them from being introduced into
Soviet geographic literature is needed.

Such Soviet periodicals as Sovetskaya Kniga (Soviet Book), Voprosy Ekonomiki
(Problems of Economics), anc Narodnoye Obrazovaniye (National Education) have al-
ready sharply criticized the gross methodologicel errors of a nurber of Russian
ecoromic geographers. Why then does Izvestlyas Vsesoyuznogo Geogxaficheskogo
Obshchestve maintain silence and give The impression that snarp theoretical con.
troversies in econcmic geography and in physical gecgraphic methodology do not
concern 1t?

It is well known that it 1s impossible to advance Soviet econcmic and po-
litical geography without studying the general works of Leni. end Stalin, which
provide the theoretical key to all basic problems in political and economic geog-
raphy. However, in the jJournal one does not see & single article which deals with
this question or attempts to develop the position of Marxism and Leninism in the
geogrsphic field.

I The Soviet press has done much to expose geopolitical and other unmscientific
concepts which ere used to place a "geographical base"™ under the appeal for war.
This work of exposure is continuing and must continue, since the tendency of im-
perialistic politicians to use a geographic cloek for their propagenda is not
diminishing but -increasing, Who, ir not the Soviet geographer, is to lead the
struggle against bourgeois pseudogeography? But Izvestiya Vsesoyuznogo Geografi-
cheskcgl, Obshchestva stands aside from this struggle  Neither im 1949 nor in
15LE did the journal publish a single serious article intended to expose.hourgeois
psevndoscience. The timid attempt by Prof 0. Konstentinov to criticize some Ameri-
can "theorists" ir his article, "Concerning the So-Called 'Principle of the City
Taking Precedence,'” cannot be taken into account since Konstan™inov does not
clarify his cwn theoretical position, and the depth of his "criticisn 1s merely
the reproach of Jjeffersonian "one-sidedness and idealism.”
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ne SLIUGELC against bourgeolis 1dedlcgy is' the important and urgent task
of Soviet sclentists.' And bourgeois ideology does not disappear by itself. It
is overcome by & relentless struggle. Soviet geographic sclence must be a mili-
tant, Party sclence,

Although it has done useful -and important work, Izvestiya Vsesoyuznogo
Geograficheskogo Jbshchestva has as yet not reorganized its activity suificiently.
Much of its content Is stI1l unpolitical aind objective. It still stands apart
from life and the real tasks of Soviet science. The decisions of the TeK VKP(b)
in regard to ideological problems have nct found adeguate expression in the jour-

nal, '
The .lournal must become the militant organ of the Gecgraphlc Society of
the USSR and must represent Soviet geogranhic science, - P, A_Lqmpiyev_
QUESTIORNATRE ON JOURNAL'S CONTENT
Izvéstiya Vsesoyuznogo
Geograficheskogo Obshchestva
Vol 81, No 6, 1949
- The editors ask that readers of this journal send replies to the foilowing
questions:
3. I3 the over-all beal and the over-all nature of the journal satisfactory
to you?

2, 1f not, what specifically does not please you?

w

. What changes would 1t be desirable to make in content and make-up?

4, In vhich number of the Journal did you find something that interested
You sus a geographer?

5. Or°which subject of interest to you did you Pind no articles in the
Journal in 19497

6. Ir your opinion, articles of what type and content should be published

mara Praciantlyr dn Toweadtdwva WA [ Tr avavraswdes shd m mscmscbd Av
Zore ITegquently In Izvsotlye \+ SLIWCITIng taLuo guosiicon,

that you state your gemeral geographic interests and not a geographic specialty
to vhich you personally are most devoted.)

it 12 reguected

T. Which articles published in 1949 did you consider interesting as to con-
tent and timeliness?

8. Which articles published in 1949 aided you directly in your practiceal,
sclentific, or teaching activity?

9. Did you notice any ideological errors in the articles published in
19497 If so, name the articles in which they occurred. .

10. Were you saticfied with the criticisms found in the Journal? 1f not,
state in what way they were inadequate and of what, in your opinion, they should
consist, )

11. Additibna.l concrete suggestions for improving the journal in addition to
those made above.

12. Remarks pertaining to subjects not covered in this questionusire,
-END -
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